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Aussies retain title of Australasian Auctioneering Champion  

Queenslander Justin Nickerson has taken out the title of 2017 Australasian Real Estate Institutes’ Auctioneering Champion, 
winning the contest for the second year in a row.  

Real Estate Institute of Australia (REIA) President Malcolm Gunning said it is the third time in the history of the event an auctioneer 
has gone back to back.  

“Justin was announced as the title holder at a gala dinner at the Museum of South Australia last night after a tight contest between 
five outstanding auctioneers,” Mr Gunning said.  
 
The other finalists were Mark McGoldrick, NZ, Ned Allison, NZ, Bronte Manuel, SA and Clarence White, NSW, who came runner 
up.  
 
“The finalists exemplify the young professional auctioneer of today. Justin and Clarence were very clean, slick and professional.  
They are moving the whole industry to another level,” Mr Gunning said.  
 
The Australasian Auctioneering Championships, this year hosted by the Real Estate Institute of South Australia (REISA), test an 
auctioneer’s skill and ability to command a crowd, manage any issues at the auction and call complex bidding offers. 

“Judges decided on a winner after the five finalists were briefed and auctioned a prestigious historic Adelaide home to mock-sell 
under the hammer. The bidding was fast and furious and the competition was exciting and highly entertaining,” Mr Gunning said.  
 
Real Estate Institute of Queensland CEO Antonia Mercorella congratulated Mr Nickerson on his historic win.  
 
"Justin has worked so hard for this win and it's a testament to his attention to detail, to his determination and to his amazing skill," 
she said.  
 
"He started planning for this day the very next day after last year's Australasian win. He's fast becoming a once-in-a-generation 
auctioneer," she said. 

Open to the public, the annual Australasian Auctioneering Championships staged 23 auctions over two days. The quality was truly 
exceptional with participants creating momentum in the bidding, while building rapport with the crowd. 

The Australasian Real Estate Institutes' Auctioneering Championships provide a significant opportunity for REIA and the Real 
Estate Institute of New Zealand (REINZ) to show off their very best Auctioneers. 

“The standard of the competition is always very high and the Real Estate Institute of New Zealand play host to the Championships 
in 2018,” concluded Mr Gunning.        
 
Young talent showcased 

The 2017 Australasian Schools Auctioneering Championships was won by Andre Briffa of Launceston Church Grammar School, 
Tasmania. Bailee Ha of Roma Mitchell Secondary High School, South Australia, who has English as her second language, won the 
encouragement award. The other finalists were Jake Tanner of Temple Christian College, South Australia, Amy-Lee Hay of 
Meningie Area School, South Australia and Jordan Culham, Melba College Croydon, Victoria.  
 
For further information or to speak with REIA President Malcolm Gunning please contact Helen Hull 
via media@reia.com.au or 0419 642 961.   


