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Media Release 

For immediate release – 1 August, 2023 

AUSTRALIA FIRST AS REIACT’S AUCTIONEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS INTERPRETED IN AUSLAN 

FULL HOUSE FOR AUCTIONEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

1 August 2023   

The Real Estate Institute of the Australian Capital Territory (REIACT) today (1 August 2023) hosted the first ever 
Australian Auslan interpreted Auctioneering Championships.  

REIACT CEO, Ms Maria Edwards, said that the Institute was delighted to show leadership for this important 
initiative.  

“At a time when housing affordability, interest rates and cost of living is stretching Canberran households, being 
able to be included in the conversation is a step towards empowerment for the Deaf and Hard of hearing 
community. 

“We had seven novice auctioneers competing in the interpreted auction, all of whom have embraced auctions 
being more inclusive and accessible and were looking forward to competing with the amazing Expression Australia 
Auslan interpreters present. 

“One in six Australian’s have some form of hearing loss and may need an Auslan interpreter standing with the 
Auctioneer to be able to participate in a property transaction ‘under the hammer’. 

“We are delighted to have been able to work with the Real Estate Institute of Australia (REIA) and Expression 
Australia as a first step in allowing access and inclusion for the Deaf and hard of hearing community in a property 
auction.” 

Chief Executive Officer of Expression Australia, Rebecca Adam said that this step by both REIA and REIACT is 
innovative and brings a level of communication for the Deaf and hard of hearing community not experienced 
previously.  

“Expression Australia, REIACT and REIA have a long and rich history of providing the best services to the 
community. 

“Together we will be a part of the first steps to bring Auslan into the real estate industry, through industry best 
practice for the Deaf and hard of hearing community and an ongoing Deaf awareness and capacity building 
program for real estate agents.” 

REIA President Hayden Groves said that working with REIACT and Expression Australia is part of REIA’s 
commitment to a more diverse, sustainable and inclusive real estate industry.  

“We are committed to enabling all members of our community to participate in all things property. Accessible real 
estate transactions are obviously an important component to this, and working to include the deaf and hard of 
hearing community is a great step toward that commitment. The REIACT’s Auslan competition was a great moment 
in auctioneering history.”  
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REIACT Media: Maria Edwards, 0499 881 168  
REIA Media: Olwyn Conrau, 0413 600 350 
Expression Australia Media: Sam Marshall (03) 9473 1185 

ENDS  

REIACT 2023 Novice Auctioneers  

1. Zac Cunningham 

2. Adam Jones 

3. Elizabeth McLeod 

4. Charles Martin 

5. Naomi Sachs 

6. Stephanie Steenbuck 

7. Brianna Williams 

AUSLAN Interpreter  
 
Mark Quinn is a Certified Interpreter in Auslan and English and is also the first Auslan interpreter in Australia to 
gain Certified Conference Interpreter credentials in both directions (Auslan-English and English-Auslan). 

 

Click here for links to photographs. Captions available upon request. 

 

 

Established in 1924, REIA is a federated body of State & Territory Real Estate Institutes representing 
85% of Australian real estate agencies. We are a national advocate for the Australian real estate 
industry which is made up of 46,793 Australian businesses that employs 133,360 Australians.  

For more information visit www.reia.com.au 

For any further information please contact  
Olwyn Conrau, REIA Media Consultant 

0413 600 350  
olwyn.conrau@reia.com.au 
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